Hibernation of Parti-Coloured Bat, Vespertilio murinus (Chiroptera, Vespertilionidae), in Belarus. Shpak, A. V. -Parti-coloured bat (Vespertilio murinus Linnaeus, 1758) was considered in Belarus as a migrant species until recently. Th is point of view was based on the absence of winter records as well as the registrations in Austria and Romania of two V. murinus'specimens, banded in Belarus. Th e data, obtained over the past few years, allow to state, that the whole territory of Belarus belongs to the winter range of this species. Hibernating animals were observed exclusively in the anthropogenic roosts. K e y w o r d s: Vespertilio murinus, Belarus, hibernation.
In Ukraine singing and hibernating animals have been noticed since 1998 in 14 districts and Autonomous Republic of Crimea. Regular fi ndings have been recorded in Luhansk (Zagorodniuk, Korobchenko, 2008) , Kharkiv (Vlaschenko, Gukasova, 2012, pers. com.) , Kyiv, Odesa and other cities for a long time (Godlevska, 2013) . At the same time, L. Godlevska notes the connection between winter fi ndings of V. murinus and the vertical rocks and multistoried buildings.
For the territory of Belarus (Brest) the hibernating of V. murinus was registered during the winters 1996-1998 and spring residence -in 1998 residence -in -2003 residence -in (Demianchik et al., 2012 . Th e number of the hibernating specimens is estimated at 1.36 % of the total hibernating bats in Brest. In addition, for Brest "…hibernating have been recorded in diff erent microtopes of the apartments of multistoried buildings" since the beginning of 2000th (Demianchik, 2010) .
Methods
Presented data is the result of Minsk bat contact center work in 2007-2016. Usually animals were collected from diff erent places aft er the appeals of local residents. Hereaft er, general examination, species identifi cation and registration of main morphometr ical parameters were carried out. Th en, according to circumstances, animals either were released or forced into hibernation. In some cases, identifi cation of animals was carried out by the photo materials and, because of that, the detail description was impossible. Th e specimens, registered from September to April, were considered as the hibernating animals. Mating calls were considered as the proof of hibernation since reproduction of V. murinus takes place near the hibernation sites (Strelkov, Abramov, 2001) . Th e map was compiled using publication, mentioned in the text, and our own data. -registration's localities; 1 -Mikaševičy; 2 -Narač; 3 -Pastavy. science activities (lectures, articles, interviews and creating of the web-pages concerning bats of Belarus etc.) that were carried out in 2012 in the context of International Bat Year. As a result, the number of requests to specialists, regarding fi nds of hibernating animals, has sharply increased. Th is reason, in our opinion, also explains the prevalence of fi nds in Minsk, where the majority of these bat-events took place.
Results and discussion
Mating songs of V. murinus males have been recorded in Minsk regularly in the areas of high-rise buildings. Also they were registered during autumn-winter in Mikaševičy and Narač -towns, where housing development is mainly presented by buildings which are up to 5 fl oors.
Th us, based on our data, and on the literature sources, we assume that the whole territory of Belarus is included in the hibernation area of V. murinus. At the same time, hibernation, or its attempts occur exclusively in urban districts of high-rise buildings. Furthermore, the migrant groups are periodically registered during autumn, but the lack of the banding data does not allow to draw the conclusions about origin and routes of these groups.
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